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1. The Government of Adam was Sovereign; with Power of Life avd Death, cc. 


3. Prov’d by Mr. Lock, in his Oppofing it. 


3 The Succeffion of the Firft-Bern, to the 


" Mankind, 2ad the Law of Nature. 
os Exceptions do Affirm the Rule. 


4 Apply’d to Ele€tive Kingdoms, avd Common-Wealths. 


Government, Prov’d from the Confent of 
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to Saturday Auguft the 25th. 1705. 





-m Hus far, A4after, I think we 
ee have gone . ” Safely and 
Clearly, That the State of 
Nature was at the firft a State of Government and 
Subjettion not of Independency. That Adam had 
the Government over Eve. And over all their 
Children. And that all this was Founded in 
very Nature, befides the Pofitive Inftitution of 
God, to Render all Sure and Certain, and cut 
off all Occafion of Difpute. So that the firf 
State of Nature, to. which all our Whiggs do Re- 
ferr, makes Clearly againft them, and is wholly 
on your fide who Plead for Government, aud the 
Divine Inftitution of it; againft that Original 
INDEPENDENT ‘State of Nature, which the 
Whiggs do Suppofe, but can never Prove, unlefs 
they can find fome other Original of Mankind 
than the Holy Scriptures have told us. 





(1) But now Afafter, it remains to Enquire 
what this Government was which was Plac’d in 
Adam? How far it Extended ? Whether to 
Life and Death ?. And all things to which our 
Prefent Governments upon Earth do Extend ? 

Rehear{. The Nature of Government is the fame, 
in all Times and Places. We have feveral 1- 
difications of Government in the World NOW. 
Monarchies, Arifto-Cracies,and what we call De- 
mo-Cyacies, Tho’ none are Properly fuch, that 
is, by the Equal Vore of allthe People. But in 
all thefe, wherever the Supreame Power is 
Lodg’d, it is Abfolute, and Unaccouutable, and 
Extends to Life and Death, and Every thing of 
Liberty, Property, and whatever Relates to this 
World. WWithout-this, there cou’d be no Go- 
vernment. For how otherwife can the Refra- 
&ory be Reduc’d, or Peace Preferv’d ? 

Inmy laft, 1 hope I have Clear’d the Mat- 
ter as to Eve’s having a Co-Ordinate Power with 
Adam over their Children, which Mr. Lock has 
Afferted. On the contrary, have fhew’d, that 
Adam had the Supreme Power, as well over Eve, 
as over their Children. And that the Power of 

, Eve over their Children, was not Co-Ordinate, 
but Sub-Ordinate to that of Adam. 

Now the Supreme Power has been call’d by 
feveral Names, in different Ages and Places. As 
by the Name, of King, Emperor, Governor, Pro- 
tettor, Patriarch, Captain, Fudge, &c. But all of 
them took the name ot Father of their Country. 
And the fame thing was meant, by all 
thefe Names, that is, the Supreme Power. 
Which having been Lodg’d in Adam, as well 
by Nature, as the Divine Appointment, he may 
be call’d by any of thefe Names. Tho’ that of 
Father was the Ancienteft,and Includes all the Ref. 

This is thus Explain’d in Bp. Overall’s CON- | 
VOCATION-BOOK, Lib. 1. Cap. 2. where the 
Power of Adam is call’d Patriarchal, Regal,or Im- 
pertal; And the Reafon given, becaufe it bad 


After the Murder of Abel, Cain, became a 
Vagabond and Fugitive. And why? Becaufe, 
fays he, Every one that findeth me will flay me. We 
cannot fuppofe, That it was in every Bodies 
Power to Kill another, for any Crime, That 
wou’d make wild Confufion upon the Earth, 
And it never was fo, in any Nation or Govern- 
ment whatfoever. For it is Inconiiftent. with all 
Order, Rule, or Government. 

It is more Reafonable to Suppofe, that .4- 
dam had Profcrib’d Cain, for the Murder of 
his Brother,and upon his Flight, had given Or- 
ders for any that Met him, to Slay him. For 
which Reafon, he Separated and Went off, far 
from his Father, te» the Land of Nod. And 
built a Gity, probably, for his own Defence; 
getting a Band of Men about him, who wow’d 
ftand by him. 

But however that was, the Power of Adam 
was Soveraign, for the Reafons aforefaid. Or 
otherwife ic muft be, That there was no 
Government whatfoever then upon the Face of 
the Earth, but Every Man left todo what was 
Good inhis own Eyes. To Plunder, Steal, or 
Kill any Man, at his own Difcretion, Which 
was Inconfiftent with the Dominion given to 
Adam over his Wife and Children, which we have 
feen before. And why was Rule and Dominion 
Given to Adam over his Wife, and Children, and 
why was Rule and Dominion Given to Adam, and 
they all made Subject unto him,but that he fhou’d 
Govern Them? And a State of Government and 
Independency cannot ftand together. They are 
Contradictory the one to the other. Or can any 
fuppofe, that Adam, to whom the firft Grant 
and Right of Government was given, and from 
whom all Mankinddeduc’d their Authority over 
their Wives and Children; had not Himfelf as 
Great Authority as we find Afterwards exercis’d 
by the Fathers of Families, where there was no 
Superiour Political Power to Reftrain them? 
As Fudah Commanded his Daughter in Law 
Tamar to be Surn’d, for playing the Harlor- 
And when it was found to be by Him/elf, he 
Forgave her, but none Pretended to Pumsh him. 
Here was Abjolute Power ina Family. This he 
Deriv’d from Adam. And ‘had not Adam then 
as Great Power as Fudah his Son? Fudah was not 
then im his Father’s Family. And was not un- 
der the Subjettion of any Prince, who might 
Reftrain his Fatherly Authority in hisown Fa- 
mily. And was not Adamas Free as he? 


( 2.) Mr. Lock in his Two Treatifes of Go- 
vernment, p. 78. is forc’d to Confefs, that the 
Power of Life and Death wasin the Power of 
the Father, but he will Joyn the Aéother with 
him, becaufe they are Nam’d together, Zech. 
xiii. 3. And it fhall come to pafs, that when any 





Shalt yet Prophefie, then his Father’ and his Mother 


n0 Superior Authority or Power over or above it on | that Begat him, fall fay unto him, Thou fhalt not 
Earth. And whatever Power has no Saperior, muft | Live, for thou Speakeft Lies in the Name of the 
be Smpreme. And muft be Abfolute and Unac- |Lord : And his Father and Mother that Begat him 
countable. Since nothing but a Snperior can | fall Thruft bim through when be Prophefieth. Upon 


Call any to Account, or Limit his Power. For | 


whatever do’s Limit, or call to Acconnt, is in 
that AG, a Superior. 





which Mr. Lock fays, Here not the Father only, but 
Father and Mother Fointly, had Power in this Cafe 
of Life and Death. In 
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In my laft I have fhew’d, That the Power of 
the Mother over the Childrew was not Co-Ordie 
nate, but Sub-Ofdinate to that of the Father. 
And the Morher being here Joyn’d in this Execx- 
tion, is for the greater Abborrence of the Sin of 
Blafpbemy, in the Son, and to fhew, That her 
Bowelsyas a Mother, muft give Place to her Du- 
ty and Regardto God, But fuppofe fhe fhou’d 
have Retus’d, through her Tenderne/s, to have 
Joyn’d in this Execution, woud that have ta- 
ken away the Power of the Father to have done 
it himfelf ? Or fuppofe the Father fhou’d have 
Acquitted him for this Sin, cou’d the Mothsr 
Condemn’d and Executed him againft the Au- 
thority of the Father ? 

Country-m. All this is Plain, and that the 
Supreme Authority was in the Father, And 
confequently, by Mr. Lock’s own Confeffion, 
That the Power of Lifeand Death was in the 
Fatherhood, fince he Allows it in the Parental 
Authority. Therefore, there is no Denying, 
That Adam had the Power of Life and Death. 
And confequently was a King, as well as a 
Father. Since every Father isa King in hisown 
Family, where there is no Superiour King or 
Father to Reftrain his Authority, in fuch Cafes 
as he thinks fit, and bring themto be Fudg’d 
by him the Supreme Lord. And the Scriptures 
you have brought proving what was Right and 
the Law now, from what it was with Adam, 
as the Woman to be in Subjection, becaufe, A- 
dam was firft Formed, and, as alfo faith the Law. 
1. Tim, 2. 13. and 1. Cor. xiv. 34. that is, 
this Law given to Adam; fhews that all Autho- 
rityis Deriv’d from -Adam;even the full F2- 
therly Authority, with Power of Life and Death, 
as Exercis’d by Fathers, that were not under a 
Superior Authority, afterwards ; which implies 
the whole Rega! Authority, that can Extend no 
further thanLife and Death . | fay, all this muft 
have been Un-Deniably in Adam, fince it is all 
Derjv’dtrom that Authority firft given to him. 


( 3.) Buc now Mafter,1 am further to be 
Inform’d, how it went after Adam’s Death. 
To whom did his Supreme Authority Defcend? 
Or was it to End with him? Since we find not 
a Grant to him and his Succeffors. Or who was 
to be his Succeffors? 

Rehearf. That the Government firft Founded 
in Adam was not to Ceafe with him, but to 
Continue as a Rule and Standard in all after Ages 
to the End of the World, appears by the Apofties 
making it a Rule intheir Age, and an Univer- 
fal Rule to all Mankind, for as fach he {peaks 
of it, in thofe Texts thou haft juft now Quoted. 

And the Common way of all the Earth, from 
Adam to this Day, has been, that the Firft-Born 
SON fhou’d Sueceedin the Power and Govern- 
ment of the Father, upon his Deceafe. And as 
St. Auguftin fays, what has Always been, and 
whofe Beginning we kown not, we muft Con- 
clude to have been from the Beginning. 

And this, by the way, isa ftrong Confirma- 
tion of what I Prov’d before out of Holy Scrip- 
ture, that che Power of the Mother was not 
Equal to that of the Father over the Children; 
becaufe, upon the Farher’s Death, the Govern. 
mere 2ic got Devolve to the Mother, as Sur- 
vivor, Which muit have been the Cafe, if they 
had been Co-parteners in the Government, but 

it Defcendedto the Eldeft Son, as Heir of his 
Father; and the Queen Confort became Queen- 
Mother, and a ‘Subjeé to her Son. As it is with 
us tothis Day. And inthe Defcent of Private 
Inher:tances, the Mother has a Dowry or Foynture, 
during her Life, but the E/fate Immediatly De- 
fcends to the Eldeft Son, upon his Father’s Death. 





Law of Nature as being That which Nature as 





fareft Rulewe have to know what we call. 


Diftate to All; and in which it ts Morally Jp 
fible, that All Men fhou’d, Ocherwife Agree, §. 7 
it is yet a furer Indication of Matter of Fac that 
this was the A/ethed trom the Beginning, ‘whe 
we feenot the Beginning or Infitution of it fi 
up, asa New thing, in any After or Later Ae, 
But to have come down, in full Currency, from 
the Beginning. 


(4.) Yet Aaffer, there are Exceptions from 
this General Rale. As our Gavel-kind, and other 
particular Tenures in England. And Iam told 
That there is the Like in other Places, . 

Rehearf. lt is a Rule in Grammer, and hold 
in other Matters, that an Exception do’s Affirm 
the Rule, in all Cafes thatare not Excepted. And 
indeed what Law or Cuffome can be call’d G,, 
neral, or the Law of Nature, if afew Exceptions 
can over-turn it ? We fhall find nothing to 
call the Law of Nature, at this Rate, but Eating 
Drinking, and Sleeping. There is hardly any 
Moral Virtue, but we fhall find Particular Cy. 
ftoms in tome Places to Contradé it. And that 
iscounted Vertnous iu fome' Countries, which jg 
not thought {fo in Others. And fome things are 
very Shameful in THIS Place, that are Accom 
plifhments in THAT. The Romans thought Self. 
Murder an Heroical AC. And ‘s beft was Allow’ 
among, the Lacedemonians, The Mingrellians a 
this day, whoare Chriftians, chink ic no Offence 
againft the Law of God, or Nature, to Kill their 
young Children, if they have more than they 
think they can A4aintain, Efteeming it Pre. 
ferable for them to Die young, than to Lire 
Miferably. So that. it we let fome Exceptions 
take away the General Rule, thefe Men that Plead 
fo much for the Law of Nature, will hardly be 
able to tell where to findit. 

(5.) Country-m. But what fhall we fay, 14 
fter,, to Poland, that is now an Elective Kingdom} 
and Denmark, and Sweden were once fo. What 
fhall we fay to the Romans, and Grecians, and 
the feveral Common-Wealths at this Day, as Vee 
nice, and Holland &c. 

Rebearf- Thefe are to be Reckon’d among the 
Exceptions, For thefe were not from the Begin- 
ning. Becaufe we know their Beginning. The 
ficlt Common-Wealths that ever were in the World, 
were thofe of Greece. And they began by the 
Mutiny and Rebellion of the Souldiers againft 
Generals and Kings, And the who!le Curfe of them 
while they lafted, was Confufion and Conce ft about 
their new Schemes of Government, which they 
had Invented, with moft Bloody and Perpetual 
WARS, which Render’d their whole Coxnery one 
Continu’d Shambles of Slaughter. 

But before that time, the Way and Manner of 
the whole Earth, without any Exception was He- 
reditary Monarchy. ‘They knew of no other Spe- 
cies of Government. This therefore was That 
which was from the Beginning. And Confequent- 
ly which had De/cendedfrom Adam. 

Country-m. This Appears very Plain to me. 
But, MJajfter, have we no Aathority from Scrip- 
ture, Concerning this Right of the Fir/t-Born to 
Succeed, This wou’d Fortify and Confirm very 
Much. 

Rehearf. Thereis Proof fafficient, Country-man, 
from Holy Seriptwre. Which I will fhew thee, 
at our next Afeeting. But I was willing to pur- 
fue, in this, the Topick I have obferv’d from the 
Beginning, of Contidering Nature as well as Jn- 
ftitution , becaufe our Adverfaries make fuch a 
ftir about Nature, and think all Natural Argu- 





ments are on their fide. Therefore my firft 


Country-m. The Way and General Cuftom of | from theGeneral Confent of Mankind,and whatever 


the whole Earth, is of Great Weight, and isthe | We can call the Law or Diélate of Nature. 
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Londen, Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of Londen and Wefininfter, 1705. 


Proof for the Right of the Primogeniture has been | 
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